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With these new mixed media collage compositions I am offering 
a selection of what I term òprimitiveò abstractions on canvas. 
After years of concentrating on semi-abstracted landscapes 
of mountains, sea and sky followed by a recent fascination with 
portraits of indigenous people and African themes in 
particular, I have finished a fresh body of work that has taken 
me back to raw abstraction. But this time I went deeper. In this 
work there is a primal elementða desire to worship the essence 
ðto capture the absolute ðto portray the understood. The 
unadorned truths.



TRIBES  III  and  IV
The inspiration for these two mixed media collage compositions is simply the vast array of indigenous people 
who populate our planet. I see Humankind as a pleasing confetti-like collage of color, texture and pattern 
manifested in people; add the creative expression evident in the dress, jewelry and crafts of each tribe and the 
discoveries are endlessly captivating.

I celebrate our diversity. It is evident everywhere, every single day, to me.

These two images were painted to complement each other, possibly hung as a diptych, or purchased 
separately.  Size:  each 30 x 40 



TWENTY -FOUR
The university fine art professor who first opened my 
eyes to the possibilities of collage art was an eccentric 
and gifted man, and collage was a relatively new 
concept in the sixties. We had no exotic papers 
available to us ðwe had no precedent to follow except 
his wild and confident direction. He went into the 
restroom and brought us paper towels, he gave us 
newspapers to tear apart, we used brown paper bags 
and string and trash - we used the same kind of paste 
that kindergartners used. He taught us the value of 
texture, layering paint with paper and placing pattern 
on top of pattern. Look how far we have come! Are 
you familiar with the art of Robert Rauschenberg 
(1925-2008)? He and others put mixed media collage 
on the art map for us.

This composition takes me right back to that time in 
my life ðand it signifies for me all that is basic, primitive, 
simple, raw and beautiful. The sun comes up and the 
sun goes down; the moon shines in between. People 
around the world do their thing, every 24 hours.

Size:  24 x 48



SOUL FOOD
If you can find a safe and peaceful place to go to in 
your mind or body when everything around you seems 
chaotic, you are indeed fortunate. It takes practice to 
determine which places work and which do not. 
Perhaps it is a beach somewhere, a forest, a mountain 
or your own private room at home. You can also find 
that place in your mind through meditation. Using 
creativity, as in painting or writing, for instance, is like 
meditating. If you can find solace and the ever-elusive 
peace of mind in doing something creative, lucky be 
you.  

Size: 24 x 48


